
GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

Appl i ca t i on  No. 13472 o f  Potomac Venture,  I n c . ,  pu r suan t  t o  Sub- 
s e c t i o n  8207.2 o f  t h e  Zoning Regula t ions ,  f o r  a  s p e c i a l  excep t ion  
under Paragraph 3101.48 t o  con t inue  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  of  a  pa rk ing  l o t  
i n  an R-1-B D i s t r i c t  a t  t h e  premises  r e a r  o f  1855 Wisconsin Avenue, 
N . W . ,  (Square 1299, Lot 1017) .  

HEARING DATE: A p r i l  2 2 ,  1981 
DECISION DATE: A p r i l  2 2 ,  1981 (Bench Dec is ion)  

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

1. The s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  i s  l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  r e a r  of  1901 Wiscon- 
s i n  Avenue, N.W. i n  an R-1-B zone D i s t r i c t .  The n o t i c e  o f  hea r ing  
was c o r r e c t e d  t o  r e f l e c t  t h e  p roper  add re s s .  

2 .  The p r o p e r t y  i s  c u r r e n t l y  ope ra t ed  a s  a  pa rk ing  f a c i l i t y  
pu r suan t  t o  t h i s  Board ' s  Order No. 12237, da t ed  January  5 ,  1978. 
The l o t  was e s t a b l i s h e d  on June 2 ,  1964, pursuan t  t o  t h i s  Board ' s  
Order No. 7728. 

3. The a p p l i c a n t  proposes  t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  
f a c i l i t y  f o r  a  pe r iod  o f  f i v e  y e a r s  t o  s e r v e  t h e  
b u i l d i n g  a t  1901 Wisconsin Avenue a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  
m e r c i a l  d i s t r i c t .  

o f  t h e  park ing  
a d j o i n i n g  o f f i c e  
con t iguous  com- 

4 .  By Z.C.  Order No. 76-4, d a t e d  August 11, 1977, t h e  sou thern  
p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  square  known a s  Lot  1016 was rezoned from R-1-B t o  
C-1.  The s u b j e c t  s i t e ,  Lot  1017, remains  zoned R-1-B. 

5. A s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  aforementioned Zoning Commission a c t i o n ,  
t h i s  smal l  R-1-B p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  square  i s  complete ly  surrounded by 
a  C-l and C-2-A commercial c o r r i d o r ,  s o  t h a t  a l l  p o r t i o n s  of  t h e  
s i te  a r e  l o c a t e d  e n t i r e l y  w i t h i n  200 f e e t  of  a  commercial d i s t r i c t .  

6. The l o t  accommodates approximate ly  seven ty-s ix  v e h i c l e s ,  
and compl ies  w i th  t h e  requ i rements  of  A r t i c l e  74. 

7. The l o t  i s  r e c t a n g u l a r  i n  shape and measures 215.24 f e e t  
by 98.38 f e e t .  It  i s  sc reened  from t h e  a d j o i n i n g  o f f i c e  b u i l d i n g  
by a  s tockade  fence .  

8 .  The a p p l i c a n t  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  t h e  l o t  i s  mainta ined i n  a  
c l e a n ,  n e a t  and o r d e r l y  manner, and t h a t  no compla in t s  had been 
r ece ived  r e g a r d i n g  maintenance o f  t h e  l o t .  
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9 .  There was no r e p o r t  of  Advisory Neighborhood Commission 
3A on t h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n .  

10. There  was no o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  g r a n t i n g  of  t h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n .  

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW AND O P I N I O N :  

Based on t h e  fo r ego ing  f i n d i n g  of  f a c t  and t h e  ev idence  of  
r e co rd  t h e  Board conc ludes  t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  compl ies  w i t h  t h e  
r equ i r emen t s  o f  Paragraph  3101.48 of  t h e  Zoning Regula t ions .  The 
pa rk ing  l o t  does  n o t  c r e a t e  dangerous  o r  o the rw i se  o b j e c t i o n a b l e  
t r a f f i c  c o n d i t i o n s .  The Board f u r t h e r  conc ludes  t h a t  t h e  p a r k i n g  
f a c i l i t y  w i l l  n o t  a d v e r s e l y  a f f e c t  t h e  p r e s e n t  c h a r a c t e r  and f u t u r e  
development of  t h e  neighborhood.  The l o t  i s  r ea sonab ly  n e c e s s a r y  
and conven ien t  t o  t h e  a d j o i n i n g  and sur round ing  commercial c o r r i d o r .  
The l o t  w i l l  be i n  harmony w i t h  t h e  g e n e r a l  purpose  and i n t e n t  o f  
t h e  Zoning Regula t ions .  Accordingly ,  it i s  ORDERED t h a t  t h e  a p p l i -  
c a t i o n  i s  hereby GRANTED s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  fo l l owing  CONDITIONS: 

a .  Approval s h a l l  be f o r  a  p e r i o d  o f  FIVE YEARS. 

b. A l l  a r e a s  devoted t o  d r iveways ,  a c c e s s  l a n e s ,  
and p a r k i n g  a r e a s  s h a l l  be main ta ined  w i t h  a  
pav ing  of  m a t e r i a l  forming an a l l -wea the r  
impervious  s u r f a c e .  

c. Bumper s t o p s  s h a l l  be e r e c t e d  and main ta ined  
f o r  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  a l l  a d j o i n i n g  b u i l d i n g s .  

d .  No v e h i c l e  o r  any p a r t  t h e r e o f  s h a l l  be p e r m i t t e d  
t o  p r o j e c t  ove r  any l o t  o r  b u i l d i n g  l i n e  of  on o r  
ove r  t h e  p u b l i c  space .  

e .  A l l  p a r t s  of  t h e  l o t  s h a l l  be k e p t  f r e e  of  re- 
f u s e  o r  d e b r i s  and s h a l l  be paved o r  landscaped.  
Landscaping s h a l l  be main ta ined  i n  a  h e a l t h y  
growing c o n d i t i o n  and i n  a  n e a t  and o r d e r l y  
appearance .  

f .  No o t h e r  u s e  s h a l l  be conducted from o r  upon t h e  
p remises  and no s t r u c t u r e  o t h e r  t h a n  a a t t e n d a n t ' s  
s h e l t e r  s h a l l  be e r e c t e d  o r  used upon t h e  p remises  
u n l e s s  such u s e  o r  s t r u c t u r e  i s  o the rw i se  p e r m i t t e d  
i n  t h e  Zoning ~ i s t r i c t  i n  which t h e  pa rk ing  l o t  i s  
l o c a t e d .  

g .  Any l i g h t i n g  used t o  i l l u m i n a t e  t h e  pa rk ing  l o t  o r  
i t s  a c c e s s o r y  b u i l d i n g  s h a l l  be s o  a r r anged  t h a t  
a l l  d i r e c t  r a y s  o f  such l i g h t i n g  a r e  conf ined  t o  
t h e  s u r f a c e  o f  t h e  pa rk ing  l o t .  
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VOTE: 4-0  ( W i l l i a m  F .  McIntosh,  D o u g l a s  J. P a t t o n ,  John G. P a r s o n s  
and C o n n i e  For tune  t o  gran t ,  C h a r l e s  R. N o r r i s  n o t  p r e s e n t ,  
n o t  v o t i n g ) .  

BY ORDER OF THE D.C. BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED BY: k e- k . . 

STEVEN E. SHER 
E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  

UNDER SUB-SECTION 8 2 0 4 . 3  OF THE ZONING REGULATIONS "NO DECISION OR 
ORDER OF THE BOARD SHALL TAKE EFFECT UNTIL TEN DAYS AFTER HAVING 
BECOME FINAL PURSUANT TO THE SUPPLEMENTAL RULES OF PRACTICE AND PRO- 
CEDURE BEFORE THE BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT." 

T H I S  ORDER OF THE BOARD I S  VALID FOR A PERIOD OF S I X  MONTHS AFTER 
THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF T H I S  ORDER, UNLESS WITHIN SUCH PERIOD AN 
APPLICATION FOR A BUILDING PERMIT OR CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY I S  
F I L E D  WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF LICENSES,  INVESTIGATIONS AND INPSECTIONS.  


